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fore as ineligible an ally as Austria. Only the Prus-
sian alliance remained possible. In January, 1756,
by the Convention of Westminster, it was secured.

The Convention of Westminster, by which Fred-
erick bound himself to defend Hanover against
attack, helped on the far more difficult task of
Kaunitz. This was no less than to reverse the secu-
lar policy of France and Austria and to bring Bour-
bon and Hapsburg into alliance. Kaunitz based his
calculations on the assumption that France might
help Austria to recover Silesia, but that England
never would. This view of the political situation was
urged for seven years with great ability by a states-
man in whom the Queen reposed a confidence greater
than that with which our own Elizabeth honoured
Burleigh, and who treated her in return with a
haughtiness such as Essex would never have dared
to show. Kaunitz, whose life was spent in the en-
deavour to exalt the power of his mistress, forced
her to shut her windows to humour his prejudice
against fresh air, and stalked out of her Council
when she interrupted him with a question. At
another meeting, it is said, she remonstrated with
him on his riotous living. He replied that he had
come there to discuss her affairs, not his own.

But the great, it is said, are known to the great,
and Maria Theresa's confidence in Kaunitz seemed
to be justified when his visionary scheme proved
feasible. It was easy to form a league to despoil
Prussia. Kaunitz tempted Russia with parts of
Poland, Poland with an indemnity in Ost-Preussen,
Saxony with Magdeburg, Sweden with Prussian